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GEMN’s FIRST REGIONAL MISSION EVENT:

FROM CALLED TO SENT
FINDING YOUR WAY IN GLOBAL MISSION
May 19-21, 2011 in Framingham, Massachusetts,

In recent years many Episcopalians have felt called to missionary service for a “middle” block of time,
more than two weeks, less than three years. The GEM Network wanted both to serve their needs and
also to broaden our reach in the Church through regional events. The first such conference was held,
with the cooperation of the Episcopal Church Center, last May.

The 30 attendees, mostly from New England, were a committed lot, many with wide international
experience, all eager to expand their engagement in mission and to invite others to join them.

Several of the talks presented are on the GEMN website (www.gemn.org). Inside this issue is an
abridged version of the keynote talk by Bishop Ian Douglas. We had worship, conversation, and work-
shops on discerning one’s calls, health, spiritual self-care, money, communications and security.

All but one diocese in Province One contributed to the event, which, with registration fees, was self-
supporting. Most of the speakers came from New England. The initial design was worked out by a
team from the GEMN Board and the Church Center. Then a local planning group from New England
dioceses fleshed out the details. GEMN hopes to have similar events in the Midwest and West Coast.
Look inside and on the web for more information. Contact GEMN if you want to help with future re-
gional events, or with our Annual Institute.
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BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS FOR MISSION
The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas, Bishop of Connecticut

There is not a commonly held opinion about the
nature of Christian mission among Christians. The
Episcopal Church, in particular, is unclear about
what mission is. Too often the terms mission and
ministry are combined as if they are one word with
a singular meaning.

The undifferentiated linking of the terms mis-
sion and ministry reflects a genuine confusion over
what God’s mission is and how the faithful are to
participate in it. Without a clear and well-developed
theology of mission, it is difficult to understand
what is the nature of our baptismal calling.

In this reflection I will offer a brief biblical per-
spective on mission.

To help this relationship God gave the Law. The
Law stood as an assurance of God'’s love. By follow-
ing God’s commandments the chosen people would
stand as a beacon of hope. God's covenant was to
be the vehicle, the door, by which the peoples of
the world could be joined to the Creator and to
each other. Israel’s role was to serve as a centripe-
tal force pulling all of humanity back into relation-
ship with God. They were to be agents of recon-
ciliation. The nations were to come to God through
the Covenant.

The servant songs of Isaiah proclaim that God’s
mission in the world is to bring salvation, to set free
the oppressed, to open the eyes of the blind (Isaiah
42:6-7); to restore to unity with God
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The story of God's mission does not
end with Abraham’s covenant. It goes
on. God took one final decisive step.
In the incarnation of Jesus Christ, God
enters the world anew and takes the
responsibility for God’s mission.

In Jesus, God creates a New Cove-
nant, a new means by which all the
world could be joined to the Creator.
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the way, the truth, and the life. (John
14:6) As the human form of the crea-
tor God, Jesus’ mission is one with
that of the Creator. His mission is

creation. Out of God'’s love, God brought everything
into being, the heavens, the earth, all living crea-
tures including humanity, and “it was good.” No
sooner had God created humankind, then we
turned our backs on God. Our “Outline of the Faith”
in the BCP describes sin as “the seeking of our own
will instead of the will of God, thus distorting our
relationship with God, with other people, and with
all creation.” Sin separates us from God, from each
other, from all creation.

But God did not want humans to be alienated.
God's mission was to reconnect with humanity and
heal the divisions that separate us. The central ele-
ment of God’s mission, the missio Dej, is God’s de-
sire to restore to unity that which had become bro-
ken; to reconcile a divided world.

To fulfill this mission God chose a particular
people. Through Abraham and Sarah God began a
new relationship with humankind. The Hebrew
Scripture is the telling and retelling of the quest for
relationship between God and God’s chosen people.

God'’s mission.

The ultimate act of Jesus’ self-giving participa-
tion in God’s mission is his sacrifice upon the cross
and victory over death. The joining of Jesus’ pain
and suffering with ours passionately connects us
with God, with one other and with all creation. On
the cross is where this new relationship is effected.
In Jesus’ death and resurrection we are given the
means to become one with each other and God.

This mission is not a departure from the mis-
sion that God entrusted to Israel. Jesus did not
come to break down the Law but rather to fulfill it.
Jesus testifies to his fulfillment of the Isaiah proph-
esy in the fourth chapter of Luke: 7he Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the
Lord. (Luke 4:18-19)

(Continued on page 3)
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Repeatedly, Jesus demonstrates his solidarity
with the poor, the sick, the outcasts and those at
the periphery of society. In Jesus the Reign of God
is made real and tangible in our broken world.

While Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law and
prophets, there is a difference between God's mis-
sion as it was entrusted to the Jews and how it was
realized in Jesus the Christ. Whereas Israel is a call-
/ng in of humanity to union with God, Jesus turned
the direction around. Instead of a centripetal force,
God’s mission in Jesus becomes a centrifugal force,
a going out. Jesus demonstrates in word and deed
that the Reign of God, made real in the sending of
God’s son, must continue to expand, to move out to
the ends of the earth. "As you have sent me into
the world, so I have sent them....” (John 17:18)
Jesus sends out his disciples, empowered by the
Holy Spirit, to be the bearers of His mission, God’s
mission, in the world.

Notice here that God’s mission, fulfilled in the
Incarnation and furthered by the sending out of the
disciples in the power of the Spirit, is multiform.
There is loving service, feeding the hungry, healing
the sick, and setting free the oppressed. But these
acts of love are coupled with the proclamation of
the Kingdom of Heaven. God's mission is realized
through acts of love and justice combined with the
proclamation of Jesus as the Christ, the Savior of
the world. God’s mission is in the combination of the
Great Commandment, to love one another as God
has loved us (John 16:12-17) with the Great Com-
mission, to make disciples of all nations baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19) Proclamation without
service is empty words, good works without naming
Jesus as the Christ are simply honorable deeds.

The movement of God’s mission to the ends of
the earth is exemplified in the life and writings of
Paul. I want to highlight two aspects of his role in
God’s mission. The first is that Paul and his co-
workers reached out to the Gentiles with the Good
News of Jesus Christ. In Paul’s work God’s mission
expands beyond Jerusalem. The second aspect is
the full development of the Church as the Body of
Christ in the world today. (See Ephesians 2:17-22)
As followers of Jesus Christ today, as the Church,
we too share in this household of God and thus are
called to preach peace to those who are far off and
to those who are near. Participation in God’s mission
is at the heart of the baptismal call. Baptism is our
commission, co-mission, in God’s mission. Just as
God sent Jesus into the world, and Jesus sent his
disciples to the ends of the earth, we too are sent.

The Catechism makes the profound missiologi-
cal affirmation that “the mission of the Church is to
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restore all people to unity with God and each other
in Christ.” Or perhaps it would be more correct if it
read: “The mission of God in which the Church is
privileged to participate is to restore all people to
unity with God and each other in Christ.” The emi-
nent missiologist David Bosch has thus summarized,
“Missfon is, primarily and ultimately, the work of the
Triune God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, for
the sake of the world, a ministry in which the
church is privileged to participate. This is the deep-
est source of mission. . . there is mission because
God loves people.”

[The full text of this talk with many more Biblical citatations can be
found at http://www.gemn.org/documents/
FC2S_Biblical_Foundations_for_Mission.pdf]
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Global Episcopal Mission Network
PO Box 254 : ;
Charlton City, MA 01508

Address corrections to the above address.
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Would you like to see more global mission ac- .
tivity in your diocese? Sign up for the GEM Certifi- GEM NA’?/?Ua/ Mé’ef/ﬂg
cate Program for Diocesan Global Mission Agents.
Bishops, recruit potential global mission leaders s
in your diocese and send them to this excellent T]’)G ann Ual meeﬂ ng O{: H’)G
training.  Details at: www.gemn.org GIObaI EPiSCOPaI MfSS[Ol’) NG‘E-
work will be held at the Every-
ntroduce the one, Everywhere event at Estes
Global Episcopal Mission Network Park, COIOl’adO. [+ will consider
The Rt. Rev. Kate Waynick (Indianapolis) wrote l
an excellent essay on the role of the bishop as proposals to GXPaDd the mem-
chief global mission agent in a diocese. A special ] )
issue of FACETS features an outline of her essay, b(‘:‘ I’Sh IP O{: GEMN to lﬂC[ ude
a survey of the mission and work of GEMN, and a X . .
message for all diocesan bishops. leCGSGS, OJCI')GF orgamza’clons,
For copies of this special issue to distribute ahd individuals.
please contact the FACETS editor at jtbos-
ton@cdsnet.net. Learn more at www.gemn.org.




