G]obal E_Piscopal Mission Network

[Froclaim, /nspl}'c, [gn/'tc the qu of God'’s Mission

This is a sample commissioning service that can be used or adapted for churches about to
embark on a mission trip. Feel free to use in whatever way works for your community.

Charles River Deanery

Service of Thanksgiving and Commissioning June 12, 2005

Psalm 134
Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord,*
you that stand by night in the house of the Lord.
Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the Lord;*
the Lord who made heaven and earth bless you out of Zion.

Litany of Thanksgiving
Let us give thanks to God for all God’s gifts so freely bestowed upon us.

For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea,
We thank you Lord.

For all that is gracious in the lives of men, women and children, revealing the image of Christ,
We thank you Lord.

For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends,
We thank you Lord.

For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,
We thank you Lord.

For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play,
We thank you Lord.

For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in adversity,
We thank you Lord.

For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice,
We thank you Lord.

For the communion of saints, in all times and places,
We thank you Lord.

For those who have gone forth from our congregations to witness to your glory and goodness in
the lives of all people. We give thanks especially for those who went to Belize, and offered
themselves to the building up and care of the community of St. Andrew’s and its school. We give
thanks for their offering, the friendships made, the bonds of love extended to them and for their
safe return. Help us, to be like them, your faithful servants and active participants in the
building up of your realm on earth.

Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in Christ Jesus our
Lord;
To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Commissioning:
The candidates and sponsor come forward.

Celebrant or officiant:

Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus, we are all baptized by the one Spirit into one Body, and
given gifts for a variety of ministries for the common good. Our purpose is to commission these
persons in the Name of God and of this deanery to a special ministry to which they are called.

Sponsor:

I present to you these persons to be ambassadors for Christ on behalf of this deanery and their
congregation. They have been preparing to go on a mission trip to (place) to form friendships
and to (name mission project or community to which they are going).

Celebrant to those called:

You have been called on behalf of your congregation to go out as witnesses to the Risen Christ,
as His ambassadors, to uphold and seek to serve Christ in all persons and places. Through
Christ and with Him, you will share in a ministry of reconciliation and encouragement, to build
up the body of Christ and to care for all who come to Him. Will you faithfully and reverently
carry out this ministry to the honor of God and the benefit of this community and all whom you
serve?

Candidates:
Iwill

Celebrant:

Let us pray

Gracious God, your Son before he ascended to glory declared that your people would receive
power from the Holy Spirit to bear witness to him to the ends of the earth: Be present with all
who go forth in his Name, protect them all the day long and bring them safely home. Let your
love shine through their witness, so that all who come to them may see your glory in all that is
given, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, look with favor upon these persons who have now reaffirmed their commitment
to follow Christ and to serve in his name. Give them courage, patience, and vision; and
strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world, and of service to others;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

In the Name of God and of this congregation, I commission you, (name) as ambassadors and
missionaries of this deanery. Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good
works and give glory to God. I commend you to this work, and pledge you our prayers,
encouragement and support.

The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. Amen.
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